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Maralin Vanrenen, University of Cape Town trained, started her career as an actress, at the original Space Theatre Company with Yvonne Bryceland and Atholl Fugard in 1972. 
Initially concentrating her career on acting she played many leading roles: in Shakespeare, Farce, Drama, Cabaret, Musicals and in Experimental Theatre Projects. Although she picked up numerous Acting nominations along the way, Maralin’s focus of attention turned towards Writing and Directing. 

From 1975 until the present time, her career as director has been prolific and garnered her nominations and awards both at home and abroad.  She has worked for all the major theatre managements in South Africa covering all the different genres for Theatre, Corporate Events and Television.
 
 In 1986 Maralin graduated from the renowned Australian Film and Television School in Sydney Australia where she did a script wrighting course. Prior to 1999 her written works were largely for live theatrical shows and Corporate Events.

TELEVISION WORK

In the last 9 years Maralin branched into television, writing and directing. 

1999/ 2002 three major South African sitcoms Going Up, Streaks and S.O.S.

2001 she staged   Hands across the Rainbow for Blue Moon a collaborate spectacular to launch CCTV in South Africa.

2002 for Blue Moon and SATV 1 she staged and scripted the lavish, live – broadcast the Miss SA Teen   pageant.

2003   the first local make over T.V.  programme sensation Looks To Live By had its title song written by Maralin with music by P.J. Powers

2005 and 2006 for CAP events Maralin scripted the live TV broadcast of Miss SA and Miss SA Teen.

 And in the same years for CAP again she scripted the multi faceted live broadcast Positive Rocks at Sun City, featuring Seal and John Legend respectively.

Also an experienced researcher Maralin completed a 6 months contract at Endemol Productions for the SACBC 1 chat show, MOJO.
Maralin is at present a resident writer for the hit Television series Muvhango a job she has done for the past three years.

 Theatre Work 

198I smash musical hit, Flashing Trash, written and directed for the Baxter Theatre, transferred to Johannesburg and a season at The Market Theatre.

1982 Up 'n Atom, a nuclear nightmare musical, written and directed for Capab transferred to the Baxter Theatre for a second season and was brought up to Johannesburg by Pact to play at The Alexander Theatre for a third Season.
 

1983 Take a Wiff of O.D Cologne, a Crisis Cabaret written and directed for the New Space Theatre in Cape Town proved hugely successful.

1985 For the Market theatre Maralin directed and co- wrote Have you seen Zandile? with the two starring actresses Gcina Mlophe and Thembi Mtshali. This production had two seasons at The Market Theatre before it transferred to the Edinburgh Festival, where it earned a much-converted Fringe First award. It also played in Chicago where it earned a Jefferson Award.
Have you seen Zandile was subsequently revived and enjoyed a season at the Catalina Theatre in kwa Zulu Natal in September 2005.

1994 Jack and the Beanstalk a sell out Christmas Pantomime was also directed and adapted by Maralin for the Market Theatre. 
1994 A Tribute to Janis Joplin, written and directed for P.J. Powers, earned a Vita nomination for Best Production and played at the Grahamstown Festival, PACOFS as well as a season at Richard Loring's Sound Stage and The Market Theatre.
2002 this production was up-dated and re-staged at Caesar’s Palace.
A Life in Song a musical history of PJ Powers staged at the 7 Arts in Zimbabwe was also written for this icon of South African show biz.

A 1994 production of My plunge to Fame revived Gaynor Young’s career after her horrific accident, earning Young several nominations and extensive tours around South Africa including the Grahamstown and Hilton Festivals. She has performed this show for 10 years since 1994.

2004   Maralin once again brought Gaynor Young back into Mainstream theatre when she staged at the Liberty Theatre, Gaynor Rising…. The celebration of a life, for which she received a Naledi Nomination.

1995  Much of Maralin’s experience has been with comedy and she put the new order of Stand Up Comedians on the map when she started The Punchline Pub at the Civic Theatre.

Here she directed and assisted new Comedians with their writing.  A spin off from these endeavours resulted in Too many Cooks…?  a South African farce directed by Maralin and co-written with the cast that included  Fezile Mphele and Val Donald Bell.
This led to collaboration with Val Donald Bell of Madam and Eve fame in 2003 and produced a one-woman show Madam on Leave.

2007 Maralin co scripted and directed the highly acclaimed camp cabaret Mile High with Cathy Specific starring Brendan van Rhyn also at The Liberty Theatre. This show has continued its success into 2008 and is due for a return season at The Victory Theatre in October.

 Corporate Theatre

Numerous Corporate Productions for various Industrial Theatre Companies. Raintree, (Aids and safety programmes.)

For Blue Moon Maralin has staged Year 2000 Compliance Events in Swaziland.

Cinderella a Rock Panto at Innesfree Park for the Hamlet Foundation was a sensational combination of the traditional Panto that included many of South Africa’s top rock and stand up comedy acts. Little Sister, Prophets of the City, Just Jinger, PJ Powers, Soli Philander and Basil Appolis amongst many others.

For the First National Bank, wrote and directed for Banking Operations a 15 minute show at a Rand Merchant Bank Corporate at Gallagher Estates.

For Combined Artists, at Theatre on the Track wrote and directed the launch for Estee Lauder’s Beyond Paradise perfume, in 2004.
Work with Janice Honeyman on The Standard Bank Young Achievers Awards at the Vodadome was voted one of the Top Ten Events of the year by Gwen Gill for 2004.
Her corporate work also includes Corporate Video Scripts for Telkom. And  a scripted  audio / visual farewell tribute for their outgoing CEO Sizwe Nxasana, amongst others.

 Wrote, directed and produced a cabaret for Hollard Insurance to launch their new Pride Plus Insurance Company.

Songwriting 

In addition to the lyrics Maralin has written for all her musicals.

She has also worked as a lyricist and with P.J Powers on hit songs like Woman of Africa, Sithandazela a Prayer for Peace, Welcome to Africa,
Sing Children Sing and the ANC’s campaign song in the first Democratic Election in South Africa Now is the Time.  Commissioned by the President's Office to increase awareness of the Children’s Freedom Charter Maralin wrote the lyrics for Take the Time.

But the highlight of Maralin’s songwrighting career was writing the lyrics for Madiba’s 85th Birthday Song, Rolihlahla sung by PJ Powers to honour him on his 85th Television Birthday Broadcast.
